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Cultivating A Sense of Place in Children
by Ken Finch

“Can you help me? I have a frog stuck in my mirror.”
It was perhaps the oddest query I’ve ever had, and
it came from a complete stranger. My two young boys
and I were taking refuge on the sunny, comfortable
porch of a resale store on Sanibel Island, Florida while
my wife was busily going through the store’s every
nook and cranny.
As we sat there, a car pulled into a parking space
directly in front of us, and the elderly lady driver got
out and marched right up to me. Dispensing with all
formalities, she immediately posed that peculiar
question to me. I was puzzled, but naturally I looked –
and found that her car’s electric outside mirrors, when
adjusted at a particular angle, left a gap between the
mirror housing and the car body. And sure enough,
there was a tree frog in that gap on her right side mirror.
Son of a gun, thought I. “Cool!” said the boys. A gentle
prod revealed that the frog was alive and apparently
content, so I brilliantly advised the lady to leave it
alone, be sure not to adjust the mirror, and rest assured
that it will climb out when it is good and ready to.
Today – years later, and with the extra wisdom
that age often grants – I recall that frog incident as just
one of scores of times when I have encountered peculiar
bits of nature in odd places, strange ways, and unlikely
circumstances. I’m no longer surprised, though. Nature
is our constant companion, whether sitting on a subtropical porch, walking inner city streets, mowing the
Pleasant Valley lawn, or cheering on a tee ball game.
(To wit: the time my youngest found a large, dusty
toad just a few feet behind the bench where his fellow
ballplayers were awaiting their turns at bat – a
discovery that instantly emptied the bench and
threatened the sanctity of the game....)

The underlying lesson is simple, really: nature is
always there. No, make that “nature is always here.” It
is easy to slip into thinking that “nature” is only a far
destination, usually featuring gorgeous beaches, raging
waterfalls, enticing forests, and towering mountains.
These are the images of nature that travel brochures and
tourism websites lure and delight us with.
But have you ever seen a
travel ad touting a wasp that
builds mud nests that look
exactly like tiny clay pots?
Or a chrysalis that’s a perfect
ringer for a dead leaf? Or an
odd (some might say ugly)
Elegant stinkhorn fungus that
pops up overnight, only to
quickly fade in the sun? Or an
Eastern
Eastern red cedar tree that
looks like it is giving off
clouds of smoke as it releases
its pollen? I have seen all of
The Elegant stinkhorn fungus
these (and much more!) on
my one-fifth-acre suburban lot amidst the “wilds” of
Omaha, Nebraska – a destination that is distinctly close,
rather than far. These represent “nearby nature” – not
spectacular like Yellowstone or Yosemite, but every bit
as fascinating to the attentive eye.
I have discovered these home-turf wonders for one
simple reason: I go outside and look. As Yogi Berra
once said, “You can observe a lot just by watching.”
Over time, nearby ecological observations – whether
grand or minute – can create intimate familiarity with
the place where we live, and thus begin to distinguish
our home from everywhere else. This is the gestation
process for a personal sense of place.
continued on page 3

Bringing Children and Nature Back Together

A Green Hearts Essay, by Ken Finch

Got the Fever?
One warm winter’s day: that’s all it took. Out
came my newest home landscaping reference book
(The Midwest Native Garden; Adelman & Schwartz)
and a red pen to mark all the ideas I want to use in
my yard. Then onto the internet to find the spring
date for my favorite local native plant sale (Nebraska
Statewide Arboretum), and to see if the 2014 catalog
is out yet from my best mail-order source of native
plants (Missouri Wildflower Nursery).
Yet almost instantly a little voice in my brain
began scolding me, “No, no, no! Finish the basement
remodeling during these cold months. Then start
planning the landscape improvements!” But right
now, with the temperature at 65 degrees in midJanuary, springtime’s siren song is riveting....
Spring fever may have arrived prematurely this
year, perhaps as a reaction to the “polar vortex” that
plunged us into the deep freeze so early in the
season. But for me, there may be another reason:
I’m a proud papa gardener in waiting. Growing
season number three is approaching for me in this
current house. Season number one was repair: recutting beds, removing exotic and invasive plants, relocating a few others, tearing out asphalt shingles
that the previous owner had used as a weed barrier
(honest!), and getting a first layer of wood mulch
spread. Season number two was replanting: three
new trees, about two dozen new fruit-bearing shrubs,
a large butterfly garden, and a fenced vegetable
garden ready and waiting for 2014 seeds and
seedlings. Plus ten more cubic yards of mulch.
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Hopefully, growing season number three will be
for rejoicing at the success of my new babies! All the
wonderful, carefully chosen plants that I added last
year just basically sat there through the summer – as
expected. The old adage about planting perennials is
true: first year sleep, second year creep, third year
leap. So this year won’t see lots of blooms and
leaping growth, but it should show progress. Plus,
inevitably, it will reveal which young and tender
plants didn’t make it through the winter. No gardener
ever bats 1,000! But I’m eager to see which plants
will be poised to “take off.”
I’m lucky that my yard backs up to a creek and
woods, so there’s more “nature” to be seen than most
suburbanites enjoy. Yet it’s still just a tiny chunk of
land, with nothing astonishing about it. By contrast,
over the years I have been blessed to see the bulk of
North America’s most spectacular natural wonders,
from the Everglades to Banff, from the Smokies to
the Olympic peninsula, from Big Sur to Acadia, and
uncounted scores of other striking places in-between.
Yet despite all the “star” places I’ve visited, my very
favorite natural area is a quiet patch of Vermont
woods that barely makes it onto the maps. Thirtyfive years of solo visits there – hot, cold, wet, dry,
always-delightful visits – have made this bit of
wilderness the most beloved place in my heart.
But now gaining rapidly in the competition for
my affection is this little patch of suburbia that I
actually own, and which I am visibly and mindfully
improving with my own hands. It has been a steady
courtship since move-in day. The yard bird list has
grown to 68 species. I’ve spotted deer, red foxes,
garter snakes, skunks, woodchucks, toads, and frogs,
along with fascinating fungi and beautiful blooms.
Each January I look forward to the booming hoots of
the local Great horned owl, putting his best foot
forward for mating season. I note the arrival dates of
the Juncos, watch for where the Cooper’s hawks will
nest this year, and savor the occasional surprising
visitor, like last year’s Whippoorwill.
In short, as I learn and do more with my little
personal patch of ground, the connection grows
stronger and my sense of place spirals upward.
Do you have a piece of ground in your heart? If
not, it’s never too late to start. You don’t need to be a
kid at play or an adult world traveler in order to
begin nurturing your bond with the natural world!
But a good case of spring fever can’t hurt....
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Cultivating a Sense of Place — continued from front
Once this was a routine part of growing up: we
would
explore,
our “turf,”
whether
“Youall
can
observelearn,
a lot and
just enjoy
by watching.”
--Yogi
Berr
it was a center city neighborhood or the “back forty” of
our farm. Kids like us soon discovered where and when
to snack on ripe wild blackberries, where the creek was
deep enough (but not too deep) for an August dip,
where ramshackle forts could be built without fear of
adult removal, and where fox pups might be spied in the
springtime. Even our travel to and from school added to
the local familiarization process, as we walked or biked
through our neighborhoods twice a day, five days a
week, regular as clockwork.
Before their minds have been marinated in the culture
of television, consumerism, shopping malls, computers,
and freeways, children can find magic in trees, water,
animals, landscapes, and their own places.
– David Orr, Oberlin College

With these frequent childhood explorations,
“home” became much more than just an apartment or a
house – it became a geographical identity embossed in
our minds. Ask any American adult about their “free
range” childhood years, and there’s a great chance that
they can still sketch out a map of their play domain – a
map that will likely include features like the “swamp,”
the “big woods,” the giant boulder, or other distinctive
natural icons of their long-ago “home range.”

of natural science, in the way that learning always
works best: through first-hand experiences.
Those experiences were rarely if ever intended to
be educational, yet they almost inevitably were. Early
explorations and discoveries in nature form the very
foundation of what we now refer to as “STEM”
learning: science, technology, engineering, and math.
Children playing in nature learn engineering skills as
they cobble together a tree house. They learn about
volume and states of matter when they bring a snowball
into the house. They learn ecology when they watch a
Praying mantis seize a butterfly. They learn biology
when they nurture a tiny seed into a seven-foot stalk of
corn. And they practice scientific observation, research,
and recording skills when they gather, identify, and
meticulously label a leaf collection.
Years later, these first-hand experiences will
resonate in science classes, as their minds consciously
or subconsciously connect real, observed phenomena
with textbook lessons. Just as importantly, these same
experiences will forever be embedded in their personal
sense of place. Their self-identity will be at least
partially defined by the land they explored and the
nature they found during their youth. A logical
extension of this is that they will gain a greater concern
for the natural world, since we all tend to care about –
and care for – those things we know and love.

Today? Not so much. Kids are indoors far more
than outside, and that inside time is largely ubiquitous
across the map. Kids in Omaha play the same video
games as kids on Oahu. Children in Portland, Maine see
the same TV shows as children in Portland, Oregon.
And if they watch any nature shows or videos at all,
those are more likely to be about the Serengeti or the
Amazon than about the amazing but less-bodacious
nature right outside their own doors. This detachment
from their own outdoor environment is a huge change
in the nature of childhood – a change that has lessened
or eliminated children’s foundational sense of place.
Does it matter? Consider that throughout human
history, children have played and explored outdoors –
routinely, freely, and frequently. They knew their
surroundings, and those settings became a piece of their
self-identity and sometimes a source of pride. That
created a sense of community – a natural and human
community that they were an active part of. For freerange kids, the environment wasn’t just an academic
concept, it was their home and their playground. It was
where they discovered fascinating bits of nature, and
where they gained at least a rudimentary understanding
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Young scientists at work? You bet!

The power of place during childhood is not a new
revelation; it has been celebrated for ages. Among
countless testimonies: Christopher Robin and Pooh had
their “100 acre wood,” and the children of Roxaboxen
formed a human community while building their own
outdoor play village. Gary Paul Nabhan and Steven
Trimble focused an entire book on the matter with The
3

Cultivating a Sense of Place — continued from page 3
Geography of Childhood, while E. O. Wilson’s autobiography, Naturalist, fondly recalls the childhood roots
of his career as an internationally renowned biologist.
And famed lepidopterist Robert Michael Pyle traces his
personal conservation values to his young explorations
on the wild outskirts of Denver in his eloquent book,
The Thunder Tree. In all of these cases, fictional and
real, the powerful places were nearby, close to home.
Whether found through the wonder of a young
child, the adventurous spirit of adolescence, or the
practiced scientific eye of an adult, there are unique
natural phenomena to be discovered and treasured right
in our backyards, our neighborhoods, and our towns.
Happily, the idea of “locality” seems to be taking hold
in our culture. Many people are now “locovores,” eating
mostly or exclusively foods produced nearby. Others
are steering their consumer dollars to “buy local”
campaigns. Similarly, “stay-cations” encourage
Americans to enjoy sites and activities close to home
rather than traveling far afield, and “place-based
education” is using students’ own communities as the
focal point for excellent multi-disciplinary learning.
So amidst our very-mobile society, perhaps we are
re-establishing our local roots by seeking tangible ways
to counter-balance the life changes that seem so rapid
and pervasive. As is so often the case, nature can offer
us a tonic and an approach for this quest, via the
intentional nurturing of a heightened sense of place for
ourselves and our children.
Is there a formula for fostering a child’s sense of
place? Well, certainly not an exact one. Bonding to a
place is at least as much about the heart as the head, and
is there ever a reliable formula for matters of the heart?
But a vital starting point is frequency: it is crucial to
provide kids with outdoor free play as often as possible!
Daily is ideal; weekly is just minimal. Realistically, that
degree of frequency requires proximity, so children’s
sense of place will usually arise close to home, whether
in their own backyard or in a neighborhood patch of
leftover “wilderness” (as the kids see it!).
Nex
Frequent visits will create familiarity, which will
allow a heightened focus on any new or exceptional
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phenomena that kids may find. That focus will foster
fascination with these new discoveries, and the psychic
reward of fascination will then motivate more frequent
exploring. But how do we get kids started in this loop?
Frequency
Fascination

Familiarity

Focus
First, nurture discovery and repetition.
 Be sure your kids have good clothes for all weather;
then encourage them to go outside every day!
 Set an example by going for family walks in rain,
snow, fog, and cold. (No whining allowed!)
 Set and enforce a daily limit on electronics time.
 Give your kids tools to help enjoy the outdoors:
binoculars, insect nets, bug boxes, magnifiers,
small shovels, a kid-size wheelbarrow, etc.
 Help them to start and care for a vegetable garden.
 Encourage artistic fun with a simple digital camera
and/or a sketching kit with colored pencils.
 “Walk the acres” with your kids every so often,
helping them to spot new things and letting
them show you what they find by themselves!
 Write out a lease “officially” giving your children
control over a portion of your yard – so they
know it is theirs to do with as they wish!
 Eat “al fresco” with occasional outdoor meals.
 Buy a basic tent and sleeping bags for periodic
campouts in the backyard or a nearby park.
 Have family campfires in your yard or a local park.
 Give your kids simple tools and materials to build
a clubhouse or a treehouse, and encourage them
to find natural materials for it, too.
Next, enhance the territory.
If you are fortunate enough to have your own yard,
there are many ways you can augment it in order to
nurture your children’s nature connections.
 Reduce turf grass, in favor of more trees, shrubs,
and planting beds. This will help create diversity
on a “micro-habitat” scale – thus attracting more
birds, insects, and other animals; increasing
blooms, seeds, and fungi; and adding playful
“niches” and “dens” for kids to explore.
 Imitate nature’s own design by using shrubs or tall
perennials to create a bushy, wildlife-friendly
edge along any stand of trees, rather than having
an abrupt change from trees to lawn.
4

Cultivating a Sense of Place — continued from page 4
 When you add trees, shrubs, or perennials to your
yard, use native plants. These are best adapted
to your area and thus need less care, plus they
will support greater populations of butterflies,
beetles, birds, bugs, and many other animals
that will add interest for kids!
 Avoid using commercial pesticides and herbicides,
which are poison. If you use them in your yard,
you may also poison any child or pet that plays
there! You can usually find homemade nontoxic options through an internet search.
 Mulch your plantings to hold in moisture and
moderate soil temperatures. However, do not
use rock or shredded rubber mulches, which
limit natural diversity in and on the soil. Wood
mulch is better; natural leaf litter is best.
 When planning habitat enhancements, look for
plants that will provide food for your family or
for wildlife – e.g., berry bushes and fruit trees.
Ask a good nursery for advice, or do your own
research with the web or reference books.
 A few micro-habitat options: a small garden pond,
a patch of prairie grasses,
a butterfly garden, a rock
or brush pile, a perennial
flower garden, an herb
garden, a shrub thicket,
a berry patch, or a moon
garden (for nighttime
blooms and scents!).
 Add homes and shelter for
wildlife: bird nest boxes
or ledges, insect “hotels,”
butterfly houses, loose
Home-grown raspberries: Yum!
rock piles, or bat houses.
 Feed birds with sunflower, nyger, and safflower
seeds, plus suet; ask a bird store for what feeders
to use. Place them where your kids can watch the
action from inside. Before long, a few species of
birds will seem like old friends!
 Add other features to entice your kids into more
outdoor time: a tall swing, a bench swing, a low
hammock, comfortable kid-size chairs, a large and
deep sand play area (not just a tiny sand box!), a
digging pit or large dirt pile, and hiding spots
amidst shrubs or tall grasses. Plus, campfire rings
and outdoor kitchens are great for family use!
 Whatever you plant, build, or install outside, get your
children involved! They will learn life skills, and
their participation will help make the yard feel
like their own special place to play and explore!
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Finally, boost the connection.
Your goal is to guide your children into knowing
their “nearby nature” and coming to feel a personal
bond with it – the genesis of a sense of place. Consider
still more ways to nurture this nature connection.
 Keep binoculars near one or more windows that
provide a good view of your yard.
 Create a cozy indoor “perch” where you and your
children can sit, read, eat, and chat while still
having a view of the outdoors.
 Create comfortable sitting spots outside, as well,
with shade and shelter from the wind.
 Keep a camera (with a telephoto lens) handy. Also
consider using a motion-activated scout camera
to reveal your yard’s nocturnal wildlife visitors.
 Buy a few simple field guides to help identify
wildlife and plants, or download field guide
apps for your smart phone or tablet.
 Keep a home journal of bird sightings and natural
events. Over time, you’ll find how consistent
some events are on the calendar, such as the
return of bluebirds or the emergence of fireflies.
 Study aerial photos of your neighborhood and
community (easy to find on the web) to see
where nearby streams, woods, lakes and other
natural features lie in relation to your home.
Then plan family walks to these destinations!
Sadly, modern cultural trends are inadvertently
limiting children’s spontaneous opportunities to develop
their early sense of place. This loss produces a void in
personal identity and a rift in a child’s emerging linkage
to his or her immediate community. Ultimately, this is a
spiritual wound that erodes the wonder and adventure
that had characterized childhood for eons.
With intent and sustained determination, these
wounds can be healed -- but it won’t be easy. Amidst
American society’s current obsessions with electronic
entertainment, relentless school testing, and 100%
safety at all times, mindful parents and caregivers will
need to take a strong, pro-active stand in order to restore their children’s connections to nearby nature –
and the sense of place that those
experiences engender. Virtually
without doubt, though, in 50
years’ time those parents’
lucky children will recall
their childhood realms with
knowledge and affection, and
with no remorse for the video
gaming they missed out on!
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What is Green Hearts Doing for Nature Play?
Green Hearts speaks, teaches, consults, and writes about nature play and how it can be restored to childhood.
Our work takes us around the country, and even around the world. Here’s what we’ve been up to recently.

Educational Advocacy
A key part of Green Hearts’ mission is teaching about the value of nature-based play and how we can bring it back.
Recent Presentations:
- Holden Arboretum, Kirtland, OH – public presentation: Go Outside and Play! – Why Our Parents Had it Right, plus a
workshop: Creating a Nature Play Space: Big or Small
- Summit on the Evolution and Survival of Natural & Environmental History Museums, Baltimore, MD – seminar speaker
- Izaak Walton League annual chapter leader conference, Fredericksburg, VA – workshop: Importance of Connecting Youth
to the Outdoors (with Rebecca Wadler)
- Abbotsford School District annual teacher training weekend, Vancouver, BC – keynote presentation: Restoring the Nature
of Childhood: Outdoor Schooling
- Nature Center at Shaker Lakes, Cleveland OH – annual meeting presentation: Go Outside and Play!
- Cleveland Museum of Natural History, OH – annual Explorer Series kick-off speaker: Restoring the Nature of Childhood
- Cleveland Museum of Natural History and Nature Center at Shaker Lakes, OH – teachers’ open house featured speaker:
The Play Imperative: Restoring the Nature of Childhood
- North American Association for Environmental Education annual conference, Baltimore, MD – half-day workshop:
Preschools that Nurture the Nature Bond – Playfully! (with Patti Bailie)
- Berks Conservancy, Reading, PA – keynote address for annual State of the Environment breakfast: The Power of Nature
Play, plus a public presentation: Restoring the Nature of Childhood

Consulting
Green Hearts has recently been working with these clients that want to bring more nature play to their audiences.
- Berks Conservancy, Reading, PA – advice on planning for new nature center site and facility
- Hartley Nature Center, Duluth, MN – business planning for new nature preschool
- River Bend Nature Center, Faribault, MN – business planning for a new nature preschool
- Sacred Heart School, Norfolk, NE – nature play space planning
- North American Association for Environmental Education, Shepherdstown, WV: planning for launch of the “Natural Start”
alliance for early childhood environmental education.

Publications

New and Noteworthy:
 The North American Association for Environmental Education (NAAEE) has begun a major new program
focused on EE for the early childhood years: “Natural Start.” Check the website for good information and
resources, with more being added rapidly: http://naturalstart.org/. You may also want to “like” the Natural
Start Facebook page. Green Hearts is proud to be serving on this initiative’s Advisory Board.
 Antioch University New England (AUNE; Keene, NH) has begun a new focus in nature-based early childhood
education for students in their Masters of Elementary Education program; some of the courses can also be
taken by non-matriculated students. Beginning this summer, a professional development certificate in nature
preschools and forest kindergartens will be offered. Green Hearts’ Ken Finch is an adjunct faculty for AUNE’s
new programs. http://www.antiochne.edu/teacher-education/integrated-learning/nature-based-early-childhood/
 New and highly recommended book: The Goodness of Rain, by Ann Pelo. A warm and wonderful journal about
guiding a toddler into early bonds with nature.
Current and past issues of this newsletter can be viewed on Green Hearts’ website: www.greenheartsinc.org
If you’d like to receive future issues of this newsletter via email, send a message to kfinch@greenheartsinc.org
Put “electronic subscription” in the subject line.
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More Nature Play Tips for Your Yard: Citizen Science
Children can be engaged for hours with the tiny wonders right in your own yard – like sticks, pine cones, earthworms, rocks,
beetles, or miniature “landscapes” like rock piles, vegetable gardens, and shrub thickets. In this recurring column we
offer simple ideas for “kidscaping” your yard. For past issues, visit Green Hearts’ website: www.greenheartsinc.org

Instead of this column’s usual focus on physical
that relates to it. Astronomy, plant blooming times,
g
enhancements for nature play, in this issue we share
hummingbird migration, extraterrestrials, butterfly
equally-applicable information about what has come to
migrations, bird populations, climate, bat vocalizations,
be known as “citizen science.” Essentially, this is
and so many more (even cockroaches!). Here are a few
scientific research conducted by amateurs (like most of
examples you may want to explore:
you!), with the sheer quantity of data gathered creating
♥ Great Backyard Bird Count – four days each
valid and important understandings.
February: www.birdsource.org/gbbc
Citizen science has been booming in recent years,
♥ Journey North – a study of wildlife migrations
spreading from a handful of birdwatchers sharing their
and seasonal changes: www.learner.org/jnorth
discoveries to today’s status that has millions of people
♥ E-bird – a real-time, online checklist and database
– across the country and around the world – contributing
for birdwatchers: http://ebird.org/content/ebird/
their observations to a very wide range of natural science
♥ Project Squirrel – studying urban squirrels:
research projects. Most of these citizen science
http://www.projectsquirrel.org/
initiatives are coordinated by professionals, and often are
♥ Project Noah – sharing photos of local wildlife via
facilitated through schools or non-formal learning
a mobile phone: http://www.projectnoah.org/
organizations like museums.
♥ Migratory Dragonfly Partnership – tracking them:
http://www.migratorydragonflypartnership.org/
Significantly, though, valid citizen science can be
done right in your own yard or neighborhood, it can
There are many, many other citizen science projects
readily involve your children, and it is usually as simple
underway nationally and internationally – some on a broad
as entering what you see and find into an on-line
geographic scale, while others are focused on particular
database – even doing so through your mobile phone or
cities, states, or regions. Uniformly, though, they welcome
tablet. It’s a great way to hone your own observation
your participation, they share their collective data and
skills and knowledge, involve your children in realfindings, and most of them charge no fees to get involved.
world science, and even help nurture their sense of place To find others, visit http://scistarter.com/ – a source for
(per this issue’s lead article.)
“science we can do together.”
If you have a particular scientific interest, there’s a
good chance that there is now a citizen science project

Citizen science is a great way to deepen your kids’
engagement with nature. Pick a project and give it a try!

Supporting Green Hearts
If you believe in Green Hearts’ mission to restore and strengthen the bonds between children and nature, and you
appreciate the work we’re doing, please support us with a contribution! Every gift truly helps, no matter what size!
Name ____________________________________________ Email _______________________________________
Address ________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
Contribution:

___ $1,000 Champion
___ $500 Patron

___ $100 Supporter
___ $50 Contributor

___ $25 Grassroots
___ Other: ________

Mail this form and your check to: Green Hearts INC, 4502 South 42nd St., Omaha, NE 68107-1059
You may also make an electronic contribution to Green Hearts by using your PayPal account.

Thank you!
Green Hearts is a 501(c)(3), non-profit, tax-exempt organization.
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Catch Us If You Can!
Green Hearts’ Ken Finch frequently speaks and trains on the topic of children and nature. In the near future,
here are a few engagements you may want to put on your calendar. For more information, visit the websites noted.
February 17, Clemson, South Carolina: Conference on the Value of Play. Featured presentation:
Playing for Conservation. (This is always a terrific conference, with excellent presentations on the
broad topic of play.) http://usplaycoalition.clemson.edu/conf2014.php
March 21, Philadelphia, PA: 2014 Early Childhood Conference sponsored by the Delaware Valley
Association for the Education of Young Children. Keynote address: Restoring the Nature of
Childhood; plus a workshop session: Making Nature Play Happen in Your Programs. (Note: this
two-day conference, “Take a Walk on the Wild Side: Connecting Children with Nature,” has lots of
great speakers and workshops. Highly recommended!) http://www.dvaeyc.org/events/annual-conference
March 24 & 25, Wheeling, West Virginia: National Recreation and Park Association “Green School.”
Workshops: “Ya Gotta Have Heart...and Hands... and the Head! Fostering the Next Generation
of Conservationists;” and “Got Mud? Creating Great Spaces for Nature Play.” (The Green School
is an in-depth, two-part course for park and recreation professionals, meeting for five days in March
for two consecutive years.) www.nrpa.org/greenschool/
April 11, Omaha, Nebraska: American Society of Landscape Architects, Central States Conference:
“Healthy Communities: Designing for Future Generations.” Presentation: Restoring the Nature of
Childhood, and a panel discussion (with Frances Kuo and Jim Wike). http://www.aslacentralstates.org/
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